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914 The Complex ROUN phrase

(d) Premodificat: »
i Cation by Nouns
While certain Postmodifying 9f-phrases
Premodifying genitives, othe i S ay
Postmodifiers generally, “orrespond tg g, b ePOSitione My
g so closely associated with the heaq as to b > Oftep |
Compound noyn (App L44 g): 070 Ioga d
The question of partition ~ T
A rod of iron ~ An iron Irgd
The door of the cupboard The Cupboard 14y,
The shooting of tigers ~ Tiger shoou’ng o
The story of pis life ~ His i]jf story
A story about the war ~ A lyar Story
A chair with AIms ~ Ap larm chair ¢
A cloth for dishes ~ A 'dish cloth
A village in Sussex ~ A Sussex 'village
A man from Sussex ~ A ISussex man

he parig tion question

r An arm Ichair

Prepositional Phrases wil

| not serve, huwcver,
fication by nouns, There

ve, h to explain all p
are coordinationg and

i L€,
4ppositions also:
The plane is both 4 fighter and bomber ~
Bernard Miles was both actor and producer ~ Th
Smith is a Sergeant ~ Sergeant 'Smith

&
However, the kind of apposition found in tig]

: €s of this kingd (9.166 )
severely restricted by convention and style, ]

13.58
Attention must be drawn to three notable features in
Premodifications illustrated above. One i
become singular (¢f4.52d):

the varioys 10U
§ that plural noygs Usually
A chair with arms ~ An 'arm chair
This holds even for nouns that otherwise have 10 singular form:
A sharpener for SCISSOrs ~ A Iscissor sharpener
The leg of the trousers ~ The !trouser leg

But while singularization is normal it is by no means universal, especially
with noun Premodification that is not hardening into a fixed phrase or
Compound :

The committee on promotions ~ The pro'motions committee

Cfalso the arms race. The second im portant point is the relationship of
the determiner. It will be observed that the normal situation is for the de-

The third Sign.
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Premodification

1 vt »dj:'
] g yosi- and premo
d identically in the post- aht
,» head 1061
8 Mustrated:
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. His Wife story
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3 CONCeAls @ al as to the subjec

e s peutral as 1\« v X

1ied § 118 Nou « a subiect co-
he pobli”“d‘m’d o biased towards a subjec

remodified form is

iTa " his life

He o story of his li
old the 810

She LOI

)

He |
95he
o)

(old his life story

b L anen
ificant point CODCOIRE
he two nouns, zx:\..l :

An iron ‘rod but

(¢

The conditions

. Lwar story. The condi

s hetween t 4 \war sLory. wholly

elationship bdw{- mple o v no means wholly
o head ; for €Xa AR o

ot the h‘i"k_ ~1’1 the latter stress patiel e ;
o W . the con VAN A t - 1

under WiC nnected with the con 44 ff and App IL6,

ear but are conNCeLee See further App 144 J
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f compou
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ng of a sequence in the
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direction O

1y’ can yield
1 shrases “generally cal 3 s
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1oh we haye sdic ;o f)'v (J]}s:' to t
Although

difiers, this appues in
oremodifiers,
noun pre
positiOﬂS: | Dock work . . -
Incks 18 arduous ~ °
in the docks 18 ard
Work in the

but

1uous ~ *Dock work . . .
ocks is arduous ~
'k near the docks 1s ai
Work near t

/ s in
in the London law court &
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ing headline (7 M2)

is point was an issue
Indeed precisely this point iig SR
70. and the Court of Appe o Lo
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